















??The history of the poor in early modern England has been widely discussed from the perspective of the effi-
cacy of the poor laws.?Moreover, concepts, such as “the mixed economy of welfare” and “the economy of make-
shift”, have been introduced to paint a realistic picture of poverty in the long eighteenth century.?However, the 
mixture of private and public means to ameliorate the problems of income inequality has a longer history in Eng-
land. Medieval towns are of special interest here, since nowhere were places more suited to make donations to 
charity than the numerous commercial centres, both large and small.?The neglected history of medieval urban 
hospitals is a case in point.?Hospitals were gradually transformed from informal-religious institutions to semi-
formal civic facilities in the administrative context of civic corporation in the late middle ages.?Thus, the history 
of medieval urban hospitals offers an excellent preview of the organized charities which would persist even after 
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9-10, 16-17 ; Orme and Webster ?1995?, 17-18 ;  
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York 33 Chichester 5
London 25 Ipswich 5
Bristol 17 Newark 5
Norwich 17 Northampton 5
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 14 Plymouth 5
Exeter 13 Reading 5
Beverley 12 Bodmin 4
Hull 12 Bridgnorth 4
Hereford  9 Colchester 4
Canterbury  8 Doncaster 4
Oxford  8 Dover 4
Bury St. Edmunds  7 Lichfield 4
Coventry  7 Ludlow 4
Lynn  7 Salisbury 4
Thetford  7 Sudbury 4
Derby  6 Abingdon 3
Durham  6 Banbury 3
Leicester  6 Bath 3
Lincoln  6 Carlisle 3
Nottingham  6 Chester 3
Pontefract  6 Cirencester 3
Scarborough  6 Gloucester 3
Shrewsbury  6 Huntingdon 3
Stamford  6 Lewes 3
Winchester  6 Newbury 3
Windsor  6 Southampton 3
Worcester  6 Wells 3
Cambridge  5 Yarmouth 3
???? Knowles and Hadcock ?1971?, pp. 313-410 ; 














?8 11  14 11 100
7  4   5  4 100
6 12  15 11  92
5  7   9  7 100
4 18  23  8  44
3 26  33 11  42
?? 78 100 52  67
???? Knowles and Hadcock ?1971?, pp. 313-410 ; 
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